COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSING LAWS

QUIZ ANSWERS


1.	In crashes between large trucks and other motor vehicles, the majority of fatalities are the occupants of the other motor vehicles.

 	True.   In 2008, 3,134 occupants of other motor vehicles were killed (93%) compared to 247 occupants of large trucks (7%). [Table 10]


2.	Large trucks are involved in a disproportionate number of traffic fatalities. 

	True.  In 2008, one out of nine traffic fatalities (12%) resulted from a collision involving a large truck.  Licensed large truck drivers represent less than 5% of all licensed drivers. [Tables 1 & 2]


3.	Commercial driver violations such as “failure to keep in proper lane or improper lane change,”  “driving too fast for conditions or in excess of posted speed limit,”  “erratic or reckless driving,” and  “following too closely” are not serious driver violations because they rarely contribute to crashes involving large trucks.

False.  In 2008,  22% of drivers of large truck involved in fatal crashes committed one of these four violations at the time of the crash. [Table 67]


4.	Combination trucks are more likely to be involved in fatal crashes than single-unit trucks.

True.  In 2008, combination trucks were involved in almost three times the number of fatal crashes (73%) as single-unit trucks. [Tables 13 & 14]


5.	The majority of fatal crashes involving large trucks occur under adverse weather conditions.

False.  In 2008, 85% of fatal crashes (3,188) occurred during normal weather conditions. [Table 43]


6.	More fatal crashes involving large trucks occur during daytime hours than nighttime.

True.  In 2008,  67% of fatal crashes (2,499) occurred during daylight hours. [Table 38]

7.	Speeding by drivers of commercial motor vehicles is rarely a factor in fatal crashes.

False.  In 2008, 8% of drivers of large trucks involved in fatal crashes were either driving too fast for conditions or in excess of the posted speed limit. [Table 67] 


8.	Over the past 20 years, there has been a major increase in registered large trucks and the miles traveled by large trucks.  

True.  From 1988 to 2008, the number of registered large trucks has increased by 47% and the number of miles traveled by large trucks has increased 65%. [Trends]


9.	Reaction time by a driver of a commercial motor vehicle can be impaired by an alcohol concentration as low as 0.01%.  

True.  The Transportation Research Board’s report “Zero Alcohol and Other Options” concluded that any amount of alcohol can impair a driver’s  operation of a commercial motor vehicle.


10.	Driving a large truck “without obtaining a CDL,” “with a suspended CDL,” or
“without the proper CDL class of license and/or endorsement(s)” are not serious driver violations because they rarely contribute to fatal crashes. 

False.  In 2008, 12% of drivers of large trucks involved in fatal crashes committed one of these three violations at the time of the crash. [Table 66]





Note:  Table and Trend references after each answer refers to the “Large Truck and Bus Crash Facts 2008” publication (March 2010).  The publication is available online at:

http://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/CarrierResearchResults/PDFs/LargeTruckandBusCrashFacts2008.pdf
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